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In a public declaration on Oct. 25, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo said the Nicaraguan
government is committed to providing property titles to thousands of campesinos who received
land under the country's agrarian reform program but were never given the corresponding legal
documents. According to Lacayo, the government's titling program to be carried out during the
three years which remain in President Violeta Chamorro's term will cover an estimated 700,000
hectares of farm land. The program will be financed with a US$30 million loan from the World Bank.
"Nicaragua has one of the most equitable land tenure systems in the entire continent as a result
of the agrarian reform program initiated 14 years ago," said Lacayo, who delivered the inaugural
address at a gathering of experts on agrarian reform programs and rural development in Latin
America. According to Lacayo, under the agrarian reform launched by the previous Sandinista
government, the percentage of the nation's farmland in the hands of campesinos jumped from
48% of the total in 1978 to 78% in 1993. Nevertheless, Lacayo stressed that a series of factors have
prevented agrarian reform beneficiaries from taking full advantage of the productive potential of
their lands. Among other things, he mentioned the ongoing armed conflict which has affected vast
areas of the countryside, a series of natural disasters, declining world market prices for Nicaragua's
traditional agro-export commodities (coffee, sugar, cotton and beef), the US trade embargo against
Nicaragua in effect during the 1980s, and difficulties stemming from legal uncertainties regarding
landholdings. Agrarian reform beneficiaries who lack title to their lands have faced two problems
over the past several years. First, without title, producers are unable to secure bank financing.
Second, they have faced growing insecurity as a result of pressures exerted on the one hand by the
increased number of landless peasants, and on the other hand by wealthy landowners seeking the
return of lands which were confiscated from them in the early 1980s. Government authorities thus
hope that the titling program, together with property rights legislation which is scheduled to be
debated in the National Assembly early next year, will contribute to combating chronic instability in
the countryside. (Source: Inter Press Service, 10/25/93)
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